CONSTITUTION 
OF THE 

ROBINSON RANCHER! A 
LAKE COUNTY, CALIFORNIA 


PREAMBLE 


U'e the members of Robinson Rancheria, located in Lake County, State of 
California, in order to promote our common welfare and to secure to ourselves and 
our descendants the rights, powers and privileges offered by the Indian Reorgan- 
ization Act of Dune IS, 1934 (<*S Stat. 9S4) as amended, do hereby establish this 
organization and adopt this constitution pursuant to that act. 


ARTICLE I - NAME 

The name of this organization shall be the Robinson Rancheria. 


ARTICLE D - TERRITORY 

The jurisdiction of the Robinson Rancheria shall extend to all lands within the 
confines of the boundaries as established by Secretarial Order of February 15, 1907, 
and September 8, 1909, for Robinson Rancheria, and to such other lands as may 
hereafter be acquired by or for the Robinson Rancheria. 


ARTICLE HI - MEMBERSHIP 

Section 1 . Membership in the Robinson Rancheria shall consist of the following 
categories: 

(a) AH persons whose name appears on the Revocation of Termination 
Proclamation and Restoration of Federal Status Notice for Robinson Ran- 
cheria a$ published in the Federal Register on Dune 29, 1977 <42 F.R. 33099). 

(b) All persons living on the effective date of this constitution who were 
listed as distributees and dependent members of their immediate families in 
the Plan lor the Distribution of the Assets of the Robinson Rancheria as 
approved by the Under Secretary of the Interior on August 30, 1965, and 
published in the Federal Register on September 3, 1965 (30 F.R. 11330). 

(c) Spouses of individuals listed in (a) above who have at least one-fourth (1/4) 
degree of California Indian blood. 


(J) P^r^cvo r m-'Ko are iirveal descandanU of irvdi vi dual s- eligible for membership 

under (a) above, regardless of whether the ancestor through whom eligibility 
is claimed is living or deceased, provided such descendants possess at least 
one-fourth (1/4) degree California Indian blood. 
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Sec. 2 . A person who has been allotted on another reservation or is officially 
enrolled with or is a recognized member of some other tribe or band shall not be 
enrolled. A "recognized member of another tribe or rancheria" is a person whose 
name is listed on the membership roll of another tribe or rancheria or has received 
9 land use assignment on another reservation. 

Sec. 3 . The official membership roll shall be prepared in accordance with an 
ordinance adopted by the governing body and approved by the Secretary of the 
Interior or his authorized representative. Such ordinance shall contain provisions 
for enrollment procedures, enrollment committees, application form, approval or 
disapproval of application, rejection notice, appeals, corrections and provisions for 
keeping the roll on a current basis. 


ARTICLE IV - GOVERNING BODY 

Section 1 . The governing body of the Robinson Rancheria shall be the Robinson 
Rancheria Citizens Business Council. The citizens business council shall consist of 
six (6) members elected at-Jarge from the Robinson Rancheria. The citizens 
business council shall be composed of a chairperson, vice-chairperson, secretary- 
treasurer and three (3) members, each elected by a majority of the qualified voters 
in such an election, provided at least thirty percent (30%) of those eligible to vote 
have voted. In the event that no candidate receives a majority of the votes cast or 
in the event that thirty percent (30%) of the voters do not participate in the 
election, a subsequent election will be held within thirty (30) days. Other 
committees may be appointed or elected when deemed necessary. The secretary- 
treasurer may receive such compensation as may be determined by the citizens 
business council. Members of the tribal council may also receive compensation for 
travel and other expenses as may be authorized by the citizens business coincil. 

Sec. 2 . Tribal Council . The tribal council shall consist of ail enrolled members of 
the rancheria, eighteen (18) years of age or older. The tribal council shall exercise 
its power through referendum and amendment and such other powers as may be 
delegated to it by this constitution. 


ARTICLE V - ELECTIONS 

Section 1 . V oter Qualification . Ail enrolled members of the Robinson Rancheria 
who are eighteen (18) years of age or older, regardless of residence, are qualified 
voters. 

Sec. 2 . Qualification of Candidates . A candidate for the position of chairperson or 
vice- chair person and secretary-treasurer must be a qualified voter of the Robinson 
Rancheria, eighteen (18) years of age or older. No person who has been convicted 
of a felony or who within the last year preceding the election has been convicted of 
a crime involving dishonesty shall be eligible to hold office on the citizens business 
council. 

Sec. 3 . All elections of tribal officials shall be by secret ballot. 

Sec. U . First Election . The officers of the Robinson Rancheria in office at the 
timt of approval of this constitution by the Secretary of the Interior or his 
authorized representative shall hold office until their successors are duly elected 


and seated. The first regular election of officials under this constitution 
shall be held on the second Saturday in June of 19S1. At the first election held 
under this document, the chairperson, the secretary- treasurer and one (I) member- 
at-large shall be elected to hold office for a period of three (3) years; the vice- 
chairperson and two (2) mem bers-at- large shall be elected for a period of two (2) 
years. Thereafter, all terms of office shall be for two (2) years and elections shall 
be held annually on the second Saturday in June. Members shall hold office until 
their successors are duly elected and installed. 

Sec. 5 . Nominations . The time, place and manner of nominations shall be specified 
in the election ordinance adopted pursuant to Section 6 of this article. 

Sec. 6 . Election Ordinance . An election ordi nance shall be adopted by the tribal 
council within six (6) months following the effective date of this constitution. Such 
ordinance shall include but not be limited to the following provisions: Secret 

balloting; nomination of candidates; absentee balloting; and a procedure for 
resolving election disputes. ... 

Provisions shall also be included regarding the conduct of recall and referendum 
elections and a uniform procedure lor submitting petitions. Elections to amend 
this constitution shall be conducted in accordance with Article XVI of this 
constitution. 


ARTICLE VI - REMOVAL, RECALL AND FORFEITURE 

Section 1 . Removal . Any member of the citizens business council or other official 
of the Robinson Raneheria who, during the term for which he/she is elected or 
appointed, is convicted of a felony in any Federal or State Court shall auto- 
matically forfeit his/her office effective on the date of his/her initial conviction in 
court. Any official found guilty by the citizens business council of behavior 
involving misconduct reflecting on the dignity and integrity of the tribal govern- 
ment, malfeasance in office, or gross neglect of duty shall be removed from office 
if at least four (4) members of the citizens business council vote in favor of such 
removal. Voting must be by secret ballot and the chairperson is entitled to vote. 
If the accused is a member of the citizens business council, the accused shall have 
the right to cast a secret ballot. Before any vote for removal is taken, such 
member or official shall be given a written statement of the charges against 
him/her at least ten (10) days before the meeting of the citizens business council at 
which he/she is to appear and he/she shall be given an opportunity to answer any 
and all charges at the designated council meeting. The decision of The citizens 
business council shall be final. No member of the citizens business council shall 
-preside over the meeting at which his/her removal is being considered. 

Sec. 2. Recall. Upon receipt of a petition signed by at least fifty-one percent 
(51%) of the qualified voters of the raneheria, it shall be the duty of the citizens 
business council to call and conduct within thirty (30) days an election to consider 
the recall of an elected official. 

The election shall be conducted pursuant to the election ordinance. Once an 
individual has been subjected to recall proceedings, he/she shall not again be 
subject to such action during the balance of his/her term of office. 


Sec. 3 . Forf eiture . After due notice, it shall be the duty of the affected 
govemmentaTbody immediately to declare vacant any position and to promptly fill 
such vacancy in the manner provided in Article VD when it is determined that the 
incumbent: 

(a) Has resigned. 

(b) Has been convicted while in office of a crime involving dishonesty. 

(c) Has been convicted of a felony while in office. 

(d) Has falsified his/her affadavit of qualifications or has omitted information 
concerning a conviction of a felony or any crime involving dishonesty when 
being certified as a candidate for tribal office. 

(e) Has been absent, without being excused by the respective body, for three 
(3) consecutive meetings; provided, that the loss of office for such reason 
shall not serve to deny a person from becoming a candidate for office in 
subsequent elections. 

(f) Has ceased to reside physically in the State of California. 


ARTICLE VD - VACANCIES 

Section 1 . Any office which has been vacated, whether it be by removal, recall or 
forfeiture, shall be filled by appointment of the citizens business council at its next 
meeting and such replacement shall serve the unexpired term of office. 


ARTICLE VD! - POWERS OF THE 
ROBINSON RANCHER1A CITIZENS BUSINESS COUNCIL 

Section I . The Robinson Rancheria Citizens Business Council shall have powers 
and responsibilities hereinafter provided under the Indian Reorganization Act of 
June 18, 1934 (48 Stat. 984) as amended by the Act of June 15, 1935 (49 Stat. 378), 
subject to any limitations imposed upon such powers by the laws of the United 
States. 

(a) To consult, negotiate, contract or conclude agreements with Federal, 
State and local governments on activities which may effect the Robinson 
Rancheria. 

(b) To employ legal counsel, the choice of counsel and fixing of fees to be 
subject to the approval 'of the Secretary of the Interior or his authorized 
representative. 

(c) To receive advice from and make recommendations to the Secretary of 
the Interior with regard to aU appropriation estimates for all projects which 
are lor the benefit of members of the Robinson Rnncherie prior to the 
submission of such estimates to the Office of Management and Budget and 
Congress. 
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(d) To manage, lease or otherwise operate all unassigned tribal property and 
to control the use of and development on assigned tribal lands. Toward this 
end the citizens business council shall within one (1) year of the effective 
date of this constitution and bylaws submit for ratification to a referendum 
vote of the rancheria a land assignment and land use ordinance. 

(e) To acquire property and to accept gifts. 

(f) To join and/or charter tribal housing authorities. 

(g) To charter tribal enterprises, corporations and associations. 

(h) To prescribe rules and regulations governing future membership, loss of 
membership and the adoption of members. 

(i) To administer tribal assets and manage all economic affairs and enter- 
prises of the rancheria. 

(j) To promulgate and enforce such ordinances as are deemed necessary to 
safeguard and promote the peace, safety, health and general welfare of the 
members of the rancheria. 

(k) To promulgate and adopt ordinances necessary or incidental to the 
exercise of any of the foregoing powers and duties as long as they are not in 
conflict with this constitution. 

Sec. 2 . Any rights and powers heretofore vested in the Robinson Rancheria, but 
not expressly referred to in this constitution, shall not be lost by reason of their 
omission but may be exercised by the citizens business council through the adoption 
of appropriate amendments to the constitution. 


ARTICLE IX - TRIBAL ENACTMENTS 

Section 1 . Ordinances . AU final decisions on matters of general and permanent 
interest to members of the tribe shall be embodied in ordinances, such as an 
enrollment ordinance or an election ordinance. Such enactments shall be available 
for inspection by members of the tribal council during norma] office hours. 

Sec. 2 . Resolutions and Motions . AU final decisions on matters of short term or 
one time interest where a formal expression is needed shall be embodied in 
resolutions. Other decisions of a temporary nature or relating to particular 
individuals, officials or committees shall be put in the form of motions and noted in 
the minutes and shall be available for inspection by members of the tribal council 
during normal office hours. 

Sec. 3 . All ordinances and resolutions shall be dated and numbered, and shall 
include a certification showing the presence of a quorum and the number of 
members voting for or against the proposed enactment. 
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Sec, k . No enactment ol the Robinson Rancheria Citizens Business Council shall 
have any validity or effect in the absence of a quorum ol the membership thereof 
at a JegalJy called session. 

Sec. 3 . Approval of Tribal Enactments . Any resolution or ordinance which by the 
terms of tkls constitution or Federal law requires the approval of the Secretary of 
the Interior must be received by the local Bureau Superintendent no later than ten 
(10) days following its enactment in order to be considered for approval. It shall be 
the duty of the Secretary’s local representative to issue acknowledgment of receipt 
of such enactment within five (5) working days of his receipt thereof. If timely 
filed, that enactment shall not become effective until it is approved by the 
Secretary's authorized representative, provided that if such enactment is not 
disapproved within ninety (90) days from the date it is timely received by the 
Secretary’s local representative, it shall on the ninety* first (91st) day automat- 
ically become effective. 


ARTICLE X - REFERENDUM 

Section 1 . Upon presentation to the Robinson Citizens Business Council of a 
petition signed by fifty-one percent (51%) of the qualified voters, the citizens 
business coincil shall either (1) adopt the provisions of the petition by ordinance, 
resolution or other appropriate action; or (2) provide that the issue presented by 
the petition be voted on within sixty (60) days, by secret ballot, at a regular or 
special election. The Robinson Citizens Business Council shall abide by the vote of 
the majority of the voters in any such election, provided that at least fifty-one 
percent (51%) of those eligible to vote have voted. 


ARTICLE XI - BILL OF RIGHTS 

Section 1 . All members of the rancheria shall enjoy without hindrance, freedom of 
worship, conscience, speech, press, assembly and association. 

Sec. 2 . This constitution shall not in any way alter, abridge, or otherwise 
jeopardize the right and privileges of the members of the rancheria as citizens of 
the State of California or the United States. 

Sec. 3 . The individual property rights of any member of the Robinson Rancheria 
shaD not be altered, abridged or otherwise affected by the provisions of this 
constitution. 

Sec. 4. Tribal members shall have the right to review all tribal records, including 
financial records, at any reasonable time in accordance with procedures established 
by the citizens business council. 

Sec. 5. In accordance with Title C of the Indian Civil Rights Art of 1968 

(82 Stat. 77), the Robinson Rancheria in exercising its powers of self-government 

shall not: 

(a) Make or enforce any law prohibiting the full exercise of religion, or 
abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press, or the right of the people 
peaceably to assemble and to petition for a redress of grievances; 
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(b) Violate the right of the people to be secure in their persons, houses, 
papers and effects against unreasonable search and seizure, nor issue 
warrants, but upon probable cause, supported by oath or affirmation, and 
particularly describing the place to be searched and the person or thing to be 
seized; 

(c) Subject any person for the same offense to be Twice put in jeopardy; 

(d) Compel any person in any criminal case to be a witness against himself; 

(e) Take any private property for a public use without just compensation; 

(f) Deny to any person in a criminal proceeding the right to a speedy trial, to 
be informed of the nature and cause of the accusation, to be confronted with 
the witnesses against him, to have compulsory process for obtaining witnesses 
in his favor, and, at his own expense, to have the assistance of counsel for his 
defense; 

(g) Require excessive -bail, impose excessive fines, inflict cruel and unusual 
punishments, and in no event impose for conviction of any one offense any 
penalty or punishment greater than imprisonment for a term of six (6) months 
or a fine of $500.00 or both; 

(h) Deny to any person within its jurisdiction the equal protection of its laws 
or deprive any person of liberty or property without due process of laws; 

(i) Pass any bill of attainder or ex post facto law; 

(j) Deny to any person accused of imprisonment the right, up>on request, to a 
trial by jury of not less than six (6) persons. 


ARTICLE XD - MEETINGS 

Section 1 . Regular meetings of the citizens business coincil shall be held on the 
first Saturday of each quarter in a place designated by the citizens business 
coincil. Special meetings of the citizens business coincil may be called by the 
chairperson and shall be called by him up>on receipt ol a petition signed by at least 
three (3) citizens business council members and when so called, the citizens 
business council shall have power to transact business as in regular meetings 
provided that a quorum is present. Members of the citizens business coincil shall 
be notified at least three (3) days in advance of all special tribal meetings. 

Sec. 2 . A quorum of the citizens business coincil shall consist of four (*>) members 
of the citizens business council. No business shall be transacted unless a quorum is 
present. 

Sec. 3 . Regular meetings of the tribal coincil shall be held quarterly. The date, 
time and place of such meetings shall be determined by the citizens business 
council. Special meetings of the tribal council may be call ed Dy tne CHalrperson 
and shall be called by him upx>n receipt of a petition signed by at least thirty 
percent (30%) of the members of the tribal coincil. 
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Sec, fr . A quorum of the tribal council shall consist of twenty- five percent (25%) of 
the tribal council. No business shall be conducted unless a quorum is present. 

ARTICLE XDI - ORDER OF BUSINESS 
Section 1 . The order of business for council meetings shall be: 

(a) Call to order by chairperson 

(b) Roll Call 

(c) Reading of minutes of last meeting and approval of minutes. 

(d) Unfinished business 

(e) Reports 

(!) New business 
(g) Adjournment 


ARTICLE XIV - DUTIES OF OFFICERS 

Section 1 . Newly elected officers shall assume their respective office and duties 
immediately upon being elected. 

Sec. 2 . The chairperson shall preside at all meetings of the citizens business 
council and of the tribal council and shall execute on behalf of the rancheria all 
contracts, leases or other documents approved by the citizens business council. 
He/she shall vote only in the case of a tie. He/she shall have general supervision of 
ail other officers, employees , and committees of the rancheria and see that their 
duties are properly performed. When the citizens business council is not in session, 
he/she shall be the official representative of the rancheria. 

Sec. 3 . The vice- chairperson shall assist the chairperson when called upon to do so. 
In the absence of the chairperson, he /she shall preside and when so presiding shall 
have all the rights, privileges, duties and responsibilities of the chairperson. 

Sec. U . The secret ary- treasurer shall keep the minutes of all meetings and shall 
attest to the enactment of all resolutions and ordinances. Copies of all minutes, 
resolutions and ordinances shall be submitted by him/her to the Bureau of Indian 
Affairs as soon after enactment as possible. The secretary-treasurer shall issue 
notices of all meetings and elections and conduct all general correspondence as 
directed by the citizens business council. The secret ary- treasurer shall carry out 
the financial directives of the citizens business council, receive all local monies of 
the rancheria and keep an accurate account of the receipts and disbursements. 
Funds shall be deposited in the Robinson Rancheria's accoint in a local bank 
selected by the citizens business council where depositor's lunds are insured by the 
Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation. All disbursements shall be made by eh#.ek 
in accordance with resolutions of the citizens business council. The secretary- 
treasurer shall file a bond satisfactory to the citizens business council once a 
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month, and all financial records shall be available for inspection by any member of 
the Robinson Rancheria through appointment according to procedures established 
by the citizens business council, and shall be open at all times for audit and 
inspection by representatives of the Bureau of Indian Affairs. At the expiration of 
his/her term of office, the secret ary- treasurer shall turn over all the records and 
papers in his/her possession to his/her successor or the citizens business council. 


ARTICLE XV - SEVERABILITY 

Lf any provision of thus constitution shall, in the future, be declared invalid by a 
court of competent jurisdiction, the invalid provision or provisions shall be severed 
and the remaining provisions shall continue in full force and effect. 


ARTICLE XVI - AMENDMENTS 

Section 1 . This constitution may be amended by a majority vote of the qualified 
voters of the Robinson Rancheria voting in an election called for that purpose by 
the Secretary of the Interior or his authorized representative, provided that at 
least fifty-one percent (51%) of those entitled to vote shall vote in such election, 
but no amendment shall become effective until approved by the Secretary of the 
Interior or his duly authorized representative. 

Sec. 2 . It shall be the duty of the Secretary of the Interior to call an election on 
any proposed amendment at the request of the citizens business council or upon 
receipt of a petition signed by at least fifty-one percent (51%) of the qualified 
voters of the Robinson Rancheria. 


ARTICLE XVD - ADOPTION 

Section 1 . This constitution when adopted by a majority vote of the qualified 
voters of the Robinson Rancheria, voting at an election called for that purpose by 
the Secretary of the Interior or his authorized representative in which at least fifty 
percent (50%) of those entitled to vote shall vote, shall be submitted to the 
Secretary of the Interior for his approval, and shall be effective from the date of 
his approval. 


Certificate of Results of Election 


Pursuant to an order issued on JUN 1 1 19&Q , 1980, by the 

let „ Acting Deputy 

_ ' ore c ‘ Commissioner of Indian Aifairs, the foregoing 

Constitution of the Robinson Rancheria, Lake County, California, was 

submitted for ratification to the qualified voters of the rancheria and was on 

September 6 , 1980, duly ratified by a vote of ^ for, and 

against, in an election in which at least thirty percent (30%) of the 3 O 

(number) 

entitied to vote cast their ballots in accordance with Section 16 of the Indian 
Reorganization Act of 3une 18, 1934 (48 Stat. 984) as amended by the Act of 
3une 15, 1935 (49 Stat. 378). 


( 






ectiojvBoard Member 




■r. 


Election 


>n Board Member 


APPROVAL 


I, 



, Commissioner of Indian Affairs, by 


virtue of the authority granted to the Secretary of the Interior by the Act of June 18, 
193^ -(^8 Stat. 98^), as amended, and delegated to me by 230 DM 1.1, do hereby approve 
the Constitution of the Robinson Rancheria, Lake County, California. 


Washington, 

Date: 


D.C. 

OCT 2 \ 158D 



DATE: 


-PLY TO 
ATTN OF: 


SUBJECT: 


UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

memorandum 

JUN 2 2 1995 

Area Director. Sacramento Area Office 

Amendment No. I to the Constitution of the Robinson Rancheria 


to: Superintendent, Central California Agency 

We are in receipt of the results of the Secretarial election 
held on May 19, 1995 by the qualified voters of the Robinson 
Rancheria and the challenge to the election results which was 
filed by Mr. Aaron E. Peters. 

The election was called in accordance with an authorization 
issued by this office on March 2, 1995, which permitted the 
qualified voters of the Community to vote on the adoption or 
rejection of proposed Amendment No. I to the Constitution of 
the Robinson Rancheria. 

As evidenced by the completed Certificate of Results of 
Election, proposed Amendment No. I was duly adopted on May 19, 
1995 by a vote of 59 for and 40 against in an election in 
which at least fifty-one percent (51%) of the 139 members 
registered and entitled to vote cast their ballots. Our 
decision to dismiss the challenge to the election results 
filed by Mr. Aaron E. Peters is being forwarded by separate 
memorandum . 

Amendment No. I to the Constitution of the Robinson Rancheria, 
as adopted on May 19, 1995, is hereby approved. Please 
deliver the attached original approval to the Tribe with a 
copy to the spokesman for the petitioners. Also attached is 



cc: ) Depu ty Commissioner of Indian Affairs 
regional Solicitor 



OF'TtONAL FORM NO> 10 
(REV. 1-80; 

GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101-116 
5010-1 U 

S. CFOx 1592- 342. !»0199 


AMENDMENT 
CONSTITUTION 
of the 

ROBINSON RANCHERIA 


Amendment No. I 

Section 2 of Article V - ELECTIONS is amended to read as follows! 


Sec. 2 . Qualification of Candidates . A candidate for 
the position of Chairperson or Vice-Chairperson and 
Secretary-Treasurer must be a qualified voter of the 
Robinson Rancheria, eighteen (18) years of age or older. 
No person who has been convicted of a felony within the 
last year preceding the election or who has been 
convicted of a crime involving dishonesty within the 
last year preceding the election shall be eligible to 
hold office on the Citizens Business Council. 


APPROVAL 


I. Ronald M. Jaeger , Area Director, of the Sacramento 

Area Office, Bureau of Indian Affairs, by virtue of the authority 
granted to the Secretary of the Interior by the Act of June 18, 
1934 (48 Stat. 984), as amended, redelegated by the Assistant 
Secretary of Indian Affairs in 209 DM 8, Secretary's Order Nos. 
3150 and 3177, and 10 BIAM Bulletin 13, as amended, redelegated as 
of December 20, 1993, do hereby approve Amendment No. I to the 
Constitution of the Robinson Rancheria. 



Sacramento, California 
Date: JUN 2 2 1995 


CERTIFICATE OF RESULTS OF ELECTION 


Pursuant to a Secretarial election authorized by the Area Director, 
Sacramento Area Office, on March 2, 1995, Amendment No. I to the 
Constitution of the Robinson Rancheria was submitted to the 
qualified voters and on May 19, 1995, was duly ni'Tt ed ' r~ j r nt r ri by 
a vote of for, and against, and cast 
ballots found spoiled or mutilated, in an election in which at least 
fifty-one percent (51%) of the ? entitled to vote cast their 
ballots in accordance with Section 16 of the Indian Reorganization 
Act of June 18, 1934 (48 Stat. 984), as amended. 



jilt. 


Troy Burd 


Election Board Chairman 









Audrey Gutier 


lection 


d Member 



Crystal Ramo s , Election Board Member 

rirro\jQ 


Date : 


MAY I 9 1995 


